On cross-examination, Mr. Qglesby stated that the area
being mined was a continuous mining unit, and that coal is
not normally mined by using blasting agents of shooting and
drilling.  He confirmed that it is not uncommon for coal to
be shot down between the crosscuts in order to even them up,
and that the existence of such uneven crosscuts is not
uncommon.  He also confirmed that it is not illegal to make
"pop shots" by shooting one drill hole at a time.

Mr. Oglesby testified as to the distinctions between a
confined and unconfined shot, and he stated that he could not
recall seeing through to the number 4 entry from the number 3
entry.  He identified exhibit P-10 as a statement made by
Mr. Ferguson on June 3, 1985, and confirmed that his accident
investigation report stated that Mr. Ferguson was not in the
direct line of fire of the shot.  He also confirmed that he
issued no citations for the lack of proper shot stemming or
for the use of non-permissible shot powder.

In response to further questions, Mr. Oglesby stated
that he observed that the coal behind the shot had been frac-
tured, and he further explained why he believed the shot was
unconfined and how the fractured coal indicated to him that
the shot could not be contained.  He confirmed that
Mr. Ferguson's injuries were not the direct result of being
struck by the shot material, but that he suffered burns as
the result of dust or methane being ignited by the shot.  He
also confirmed that had Mr. Ferguson been removed completely
out of the entry and area where he was working at the time of
the shot, the citations would not have been issued.

James S. Bealmear testified that he worked for over
11 years for the Island Creek Coal Company, and has worked
for the respondent for the past 2 years.  He stated that he
is a certified mine foreman by the State of Kentucky, and
that this certification qualifies him as a shot firer.  He
confirmed that he fired the shot in question between the
number 3 and 4 entries, and he stated that he .loaded the drill
hole properly with two stemming devices and powder.  After
loading the powder he pulled the charge back with a wire
device to insure that it had not fallen through the drill hole
on the other side.  He then stemmed the hole and had he had
any doubts that the charge had dropped or fallen through the
hole, he would have checked it.  He confirmed that all of the
other drill holes were shot through except for the one which
blew out.

Mr. Bealmear stated that after loading the shot he
ordered a cutter man who was working the number 5 entry to
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